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Why is climate change so controversial 
among the general public?



The Nature of the Climate Debate

The debate about if climate change is 
real or if it is human caused is a 

“Political debate being made to look 
like a scientific debate”  

- Naomi Oreskes





Motivations for Denial

• Worldview

• Ideology

This is not a question of science 
illiteracy.  We can’t just explain the 
facts better.
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Characteristics of Science Denial

Are there patterns?
What tactics are used?



Diethelm & McKee (2009)
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Debunking Climate Myths:
The Message and the Messenger



Debunking
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What other strategies are 
available?
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