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ÅVolunteers regularly report weather 
conditions and impacts

ÅProvides baseline for comparison over 
time
Å2ÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ȬÏÎÅ-and-ÄÏÎÅȭ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ 
drought conditions are already severe

ÅTrack the onset, intensification, and 
recovery of droughts

Community Collaborative Rain, Hail, & Snow (CoCoRaHS) Network
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1

Reporting Process

Step 1: Assess Condition
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2

Step 2: Report Impacts
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3

Step 3: Categorize Observations

V General Awareness
V Plants & Wildlife
V Water Supply & Quality
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Interactive Web Map

https://www.cocorahs.org/Maps/conditionmonitoring/
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Content Analysis
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Content Analysis
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Current Challenges in Condition Monitoring

ÅObservers may be basing their 
scale bar selections on short-term 
conditions

ÅAlternatively, observers may be 
paying attention to different 
factors, such as secondary or 
tertiary drought impacts, that 
cannot be captured with these 
weather-data-driven drought 
indices



Is subjective info valuable to decision making? 

Ȱ) ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÅÓÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÁÒÅ indirectly validating what we bring in as far as 
other data. And it gives you another perspective that is sometimes very 
hard to capture unless you have people, boots on the groundso to speak, 
ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÁÍÅ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅȢȱ  

~ US Drought Monitor Author

Ȱ4Ï ÍÅȟ ÉÔ ÇÏÅÓ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȟ ÉÓ *some* information that is a bit 
subjective better than *no* information ? In my opinion, yes! 

~ NC State Climate Office 

Ȱ!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅȟ ) ÒÅÌÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÒÓ ÔÏ 
provide the best condition [reports] based on their observationsȢȱ 

~ National Weather Service
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! Ȱconvergence of evidenceȱ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ
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ÅUS Drought Monitor designations

ÅNC DMAC drought designations

ÅSC Drought Response Committee

ÅNWS Offices in the Carolinas

Current Applications of Condition Monitoring Reports


